Dear Parents, 

Did you know rates for reported sexually transmitted infections (STI) are at an unprecedented high? For the second year in a row, an increase was seen for all nationally reported STIs. Chlamydia infections increased by 6%, with the majority of infections among 15-24 year olds.
Each year, there are more than an estimated 3 million new cases of chlamydia and gonorrhea in the United States. Most of the those infected will show no symptoms. Yet according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), only 38% of sexually active women are screened annually for chlamydia.

If undetected and left untreated, chlamydia or gonorrhea can have life-changing impacts to your daughter’s health, including her ability to have children. The only sure way to know if a chlamydia or gonorrhea infection is present is through a screening test.  

The overall health and wellbeing of all [Insert practice name] patients is our top priority.  To ensure that all patients are receiving the most appropriate and recommended screening tests, we have implemented a new practice protocol.   

All sexually active women under 25 years old and women 25 and older with increased risk* will be screened for chlamydia and gonorrhea, per CDC guidelines.  

If you have any questions regarding these tests, please notify a staff member.  

Sincerely,

[Name of provider or practice]
* People with increased risk are women who have new or multiple partners, have a history of STIs, exchange sex for payment and use injection drugs, those with a new sex partner, more than one sex partner, a sex partner with concurrent partners, or a sex partner who has a sexually transmitted infection.

